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INTRODUCTION

Macquarie University has identified the need to
undertake a review of its masterplan in relation to
the University Campus and the emerging Station
Precinct to place it in context of the surrounding
urban environment.

CRI Australia Pty Ltd (CRI) has been engaged by the
University to carry out the Station Precinct Campus
Masterplan Design Brief. EDAW has been engaged
by Macquarie University to carry out, amongst other
studies, a desk-top evaluation of the ecological

and contamination aspects to support the ongoing
development of the University for the purposes
nominated in CRI’'s brief dated May 2003.

1.1 Scope of this study

The scope of this study was limited to the collation
and review of existing, readily accessible information
relevant to the study. The specific scope of works as
provided by the brief is as follows:

* Review existing background information
and comment on potential development
constraints given current legislative
requirements.

* [f required undertake additional investigations
to reconfirm existing data.

* |dentify and comment on any potential
Threatened Species on the site and the
development constraints that arise as a result.

1.2 Sources of information

In the course of this study a number of sources of
information have been consulted. These information
sources include:

* Aerial photographs (1964), (1983), (2000).

* Macquarie University Development Plan 1997.

(Conybeare Morrison & Partners, 1997).

* Areview of vegetation and planning at
Macquarie University (1999) unpublished.

* Macquarie University Housing Project
Stormwater Management & Drainage Line
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Vegetation Management Plan (Gunninah
Environmental Consultants, 1999);

* Urban Bushland in the Ryde LGA. (Oculus,
2001).

* Macquarie University Commerce Building
E4A, Statement of Environmental Effects to
accompany development application to Ryde
City Council (DEM, 2003).

* The National Parks and Wildlife Service
Cumberland Plain Mapping Project (2002).

In addition to the review of the above information,
a site inspection was undertaken to gain a general
understanding of the vegetation pattern across the
campus.

1.3 Statutory requirements

Threatened Species Conservation Act (1995)
(NSW)

The specific requirements of the Threatened Species
Conservation Act (1995) must be addressed in the
assessment of flora and fauna matters. This requires
the consideration of potential impacts on threatened
species, populations, ecological communities or
their habitats.

A Species Impact Statement is triggered when

there is likely to be a significant effect on threatened
species, populations or ecological communities, or
their habitats. The factors to be taken into account in
deciding whether there is a significant impact are set
out in Section 5A of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act (1979). This is commonly known

as the seven part test of significance and is detailed
below:

(a) in the case of a threatened species, whether
the action proposed is likely to have an
adverse effect on the life cycle of the
species such that a viable local population
of the species is likely to be placed at risk of
extinction,

(b) in the case of an endangered population,
whether the action proposed is likely to
have an adverse effect on the life cycle of





